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OAG FACTS –January 2013  

 

 

OAG’s latest airline capacity data shows that total scheduled airline capacity data is expected to 

increase by 3% in January 2013.  Carriers globally will add 8.5 million extra seats compared to 

January 2012. Frequency is also expected to increase in January 2013, but by a more modest 0.3% 

compared to January last year.  

 

The majority of the additional capacity comes from the intra-regional Asia/Pacific market which 

remains the only within market seeing any real growth and compensates for some of the reductions 

seen elsewhere. Carriers operating within the region are expected to add an additional 8.9 million 

seats this January when compared with last year.  This translates to an 8.8% increase in seats, while 

frequency is also expected to see strong growth, with 49,000 additional flights.  

 

Unlike the regional to/from markets which are all expected to see growth in January 2013, most 

other intra-regional markets will see a decline in capacity in January 2013, or capacity will remain 

static with no growth.  Europe sees the biggest volume decline with 1.2 million less seats in January 

2013, equivalent to a 1.8% reduction compared to January 2012. The Middle East intra-regional 

market is also expected to continue to decline with 2% less seats in January 2013 than the previous 

year.  
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 All of the regional to/from markets will see a more positive picture, with growth expected in all 

regions in January 2013. The Middle East to/from market remains the fastest growing, with 974,000 

additional seats expected in January 2013 versus last year. Middle East to/from frequency will also 

see strong growth of 5.1% in January.   

  

January 2013 will see North America’s to/from market reach its highest January point for the last 10 

years, with capacity expected to exceed 18.2 million seats.  North America’s within market remains 

depressed however with January 2013 seeing capacity reach its lowest January point in the last 

decade of 72.2 million seats.  

 

The European to/from market will see year on year growth in January 2013 compared to January 

2012, with a slight increase to seat capacity of 0.6% expected.  This is being driven by capacity 

increases in Western Europe and more specifically growth in the international markets of France and 

the Netherlands which are expected to increase by 111,000 and 142,500 seats respectively.  
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Spotlight on Europe 

 

Although Western Europe’s To/From market is growing, the Within market is expected to decrease 

by 3% in January 2013, with 1.3m less seats than January 2012.  Total seats will fall below 50 million 

this month to 49.5 million which is the lowest January point since January 2005 and the first time 

since January 2009 that capacity in this month has fallen below 50 million seats.    LCCs in particular 

are trimming capacity with LCC capacity within Western Europe expected to be down by 2.1 million 

seats, or 11% compared to January 2012.  

 

 

    
 

 

Following a year where several European carriers collapsed, consolidated and disappeared - Spanair, 

Windjet, Cimber Sterling, Malev and bmi were amongst the casualties - this month we take a look at 

the main European countries and how their capacity and carriers are evolving.   

 

The five largest country markets in Europe (by international seat capacity) are all located in Western 

Europe. The countries are the UK, Germany, France, Spain and Italy. With the exception of France, all 

of these countries will see reductions in their domestic seat capacity in January 2013 versus last year. 

Collectively these domestic reductions account for a 1.1 million drop in seats compared to last year, 

with Italy seeing the biggest drop in volume.   

 

                                                                           
 

Looking at international seat capacity for these five countries shows a similar picture, with only 

France again expected to see any growth in January 2013.  Collectively, the international seat 

capacity reductions amount to 1.5 million less seats than in January 2012.   Spain sees the biggest fall 

with over half of all these lost seats coming out of the Spanish international market.   

 

We now take a deeper look into each of the main country markets.  
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France 

 

France is the only one of the five main markets expected to see growth in January 2013 compared to 

last year.  Both domestic and international markets are growing, in light of the competitive battle 

being waged in France between Air France and the LCCs.   Air France still dominates with 43% of seat 

capacity in January 2013, but easyJet and Ryanair are now the second and third largest carriers by 

seat capacity with a further 9% and 5% of the overall market respectively.  Overall for seats in France, 

all three carriers will see growth in January 2013.  

 

 

   
 

Looking at the French domestic and International markets separately shows there is a much faster 

rate of growth in the French domestic market. January 2013 will see domestic seat capacity increase 

by 11% although domestic frequency will only see a marginal increase of 1%.  International capacity 

will see growth of just 1% - although this is in contrast to other key European countries which are 

experiencing declining international capacity.  

 

Again, Air France, easyJet and Ryanair are driving the seat capacity growth in the domestic market. In 

January 2013 easyJet have added 41,000 seats versus January 2012, with nearly half of these at Nice 

– operating to new destinations including Bordeaux, Lille, Nantes and Toulouse.  Nice is now 

easyJet’s second biggest domestic base in France after Paris Orly. Ryanair have added nearly 23,000 

additional seats, with the majority at Marseille where their capacity has more than doubled with 

increases to existing routes and new services to Paris Beauvais and Tours.  They have also increased 

capacity at Beauvais with seats more than tripling compared to last January.    

 

Air France have responded to this and as part of their turnaround strategy (which is to develop bases 

in secondary French cities) with capacity increases across much of their domestic network – including 

Paris Orly and CDG, Lyon, Toulouse, Strasbourg, Nantes, Nice and Perpignan.  
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Volotea also contribute to the growth of the French domestic capacity picture, adding over 27,000 

seats in January 2013 to their growing bases at Nantes and Bordeaux.  

 

Although on a much smaller scale, there are some key moves in International seat capacity too. 

easyJet has added over 42,000 extra international seats in January 2013 compared to 2012. This has 

mostly come at Nice where easyJet have added three new destinations (Barcelona, Naples and 

Venice) and also at Toulouse where the range of destinations served has grown from 7 to 10 in 

January 2013. There are also significant increases in capacity from Air Algerie who added capacity 

mostly on their Algiers – Paris Orly and Marseille services; and from Vueling who are growing their 

French network, offering nearly 32,000 additional seats in January 2013.  

 

 

 

Germany 

 

The capacity position for Germany in January 2013 is somewhat different to what is taking place in 

France.  Germany is expected to see decreases to both international and domestic seat capacity of 

3% and 7% respectively, when compared to January 2012.  Capacity is being affected by both the 

continuing challenging economic conditions in Germany, and the impact of the strategic 

manoeuvring taking place amongst the country’s largest carriers.  

 

   
 

Lufthansa still dominates its home market with 41% of the overall market (including Germanwings). 

Air Berlin is Germany’s second biggest carrier with 8% of overall seat capacity.  Between them, these 

three carriers have 97% of Germany’s domestic seat capacity, ensuring the country’s domestic 

aviation market is slave to the fortunes of these carriers.   In January 2013, domestic seats are 

expected to decrease by just over 196,000 compared to 2012, taking domestic capacity to its lowest 

January point since 2005.  
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International capacity sees a more mixed performance with at least some of the Lufthansa and Air 

Berlin reductions being offset by increases from Emirates and Turkish Airlines of 11,000 and 47,000 

seats respectively.  

 

    
 

Of Germany’s main hubs, Frankfurt is expected to face the greatest volume reductions in capacity in 

January 2013, with to/from seat capacity expected to be down 6%, or 378,000 seats.   Hamburg will 

also see a significant decrease, with an 8% fall in capacity equivalent to 103,000 less seats.  

 

 

 

Italy  

 

January’s capacity position for the Italian domestic market reflects the challenging economic 

conditions with 493,000 less seats than in January 2012. Alitalia is still Italy’s largest carrier with 23% 

(including Air One) of all seats –Ryanair also has a significant share of this market with 18% of all 

January 2013 seat capacity in Italy.   LCC’s have a significant degree of penetration in the Italian 

aviation market where they account for 43% of domestic and 40% of international capacity. This is 

considerably higher than the European average of 32% LCC market penetration.  

 

   
 

January 2013 sees Italy’s domestic capacity falling by 14%, taking it to its lowest January point since 

2006, whilst International capacity is expected to decline by only 3%.   LCCs domestically will see 

capacity fall by 23%, with 388,000 less seats.  The collapse of Windjet in 2012 accounts for more than 

half of the domestic seat reductions whilst both Alitalia and Ryanair continue to reduce capacity with 

181,000 and 86,000 less seats respectively.   Both carriers also are expected to reduce international 

capacity by around 81,000 seats in January, in part accounting for the 3% reduction. 
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Spain  

 

Spain sees a similar, if even more challenging picture in January 2013 with International seat capacity 

expected to fall by 9% and Domestic capacity by 12%, versus January 2012.  Capacity in Spain has 

been affected not only by the collapse in January 2012 of the country’s second biggest carrier, 

Spanair, but also by the decision by AENA in mid-2012 to significantly increase charges at the 

country’s airports.  Low cost international traffic in particular has fallen in Spain with a 17% reduction 

expected in January 2013, which amounts to a fall of 707,000 seats compared to January 2012.  LCCs 

have also achieved significant market share in Spain, with 48% of the domestic market and 45% of all 

international seat capacity in January 2013.   

 

 

   
 

 

Spain’s domestic aviation market is at its lowest January point for the last decade. Spain’s domestic 

capacity is 0.5 million lower than in January 2004.  International capacity in January 2013 is at it’s 

lowest since January 2005.  
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The loss of Spanair has to some degree been compensated for by increases from the LCC sector. Both 

Vueling and Ryanair responded with significant increases in capacity, however overall domestic 

capacity is still expected to be down by 420,000 seats in January 2013 compared to 2012.  

 

           
 

International capacity reductions of 760,000 are expected in January 2013 and whilst Spanair 

accounts for a portion of this lost capacity, reductions across the main LCC’s will impact on January’s 

international capacity.  To/From capacity at Spain’s main airports is also affected with Madrid 

expected to see seats fall by 10% and Barcelona by 13%.   

 

 

 

UK  

 

With the exception of France, where both domestic and international capacity is expected to see 

growth in January 2013, the UK is the least affected of the other main EU countries, with just a 1% 

decrease in both domestic and international capacity expected. This translates to a fall of 217,000 

international seats, and 34,000 domestic seats.  
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Having said that, the UK’s domestic capacity is also at its lowest January point in the last decade, as 

the impact of UK APD, consolidation and competition from rail all factor in the available capacity in 

the market.  UK domestic capacity in January 2013 is over 0.5 million seats lower than January 10 

years ago. LCC’s represent 30% of the UK domestic market and are expected to be down by 9% in 

January 2013 versus last year.   British Airways still dominates UK capacity, and benefitted from bmi’s 

disappearance with market share rising from 22% last January to 25% this year.  

 

   
 

British Airways have a high share of domestic capacity – 31%. Flybe and easyJet both have 28% of the 

market. Collectively these carriers account for 87% of the UK’s domestic seat capacity in January 

2013.  British Airways is expected to increase its domestic seat capacity by 31% in January 2013, 

equivalent to 173,000 additional seats, which goes some way to offsetting the combined bmi and 

bmibaby reduction of 256,000 compared to January 2012.   

 

British Airways is also expected to see growth in international capacity in January 2013, with an 8% 

increase in seats compared to January 2012.  As with the domestic market, this goes some way 

towards offsetting the reductions in capacity from the loss of bmi, although international capacity is 

still expected to be down overall.  

 

    
 

Performance at the UK’s main hubs for to/from capacity is mixed in January 2013 with LGW, LHR and 

LTN all expected to see capacity reductions in line with the movements outlined above.  Both STN 

and MAN will see slight increases in capacity.   


